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“DELIBERATE 
LYING” By GARRY 
MORSE

ACROSS
 1 Einstein’s “m”
 5 Game with 

knights
 10 Missouri city 

nickname
 15 Cell 

accumulation
 19 Some choristers
 20 Auto pioneer 

Henry
 21 Woman on the 

original “Star 
Trek” bridge

 22 Fish or book 
lead-in

 23 Enjoy prettifying 
the gifts?

 25 Fast-spreading 
Web units

 26 Spanish 
muralist

 27 “Piece of cake”
 28 Wrinkled 

Sunday dinner?
 30 Home of 

Odysseus
 31 What pros 

know, with “the”
 32 The Big Ten’s 

Boilermakers
 33 Makes red-

faced
 37 Brew in big 

containers
 38 Skinny, loose-

jointed club 
golfer?

 43 “The Enemy 
Within” org.

 44 Deg. for crown 
fitters

 45 “Tiny Alice” 
dramatist

 46 Golden State 
school whose 
city is also its 
county

 47 Doesn’t 
abandon, as 
one’s promise

 51 Strategize
 52 Helena winter 

hrs.
 53 Yale of Yale 

fame
 55 “The Easter 

Parade” author 
Richard

 58 “Nobody wins!”
 60 How checks are 

written
 62 Nine-piece 

combo
 64 “Fooled you!”
 65 Dishes like a 

28-Across?
 70 Morse “T”
 71 Sugar coating
 73 Kindle download
 74 Bishop’s district
 76 “Phooey!” 

cousins

 78 Dense 
overgrowth

 80 Bad picnic 
omen

 81 Marseille mates
 82 Sandburg’s 

metaphorical 
fog carrier

 84 Barbarian
 86 Preserved, in a 

way
 87 Span. title
 90 Leaving approx.
 91 Just taps on the 

door?
 94 Rooftop landing 

spot
 97 Like candid 

photos
 98 Transfer to a 

larger computer, 
say

 99 Barbecue 
leftovers

 102 Rough partner?
 107 Texas Hold ’em 

in Texas?
 109 Causes of road 

trip delays
 112 1977 ELO hit
 113 Selection from a 

pool

 114 Bird that returns 
fire when 
hunted?

 115 Yet
 116 Square dance 

quorum
 117 “Live PD” airer
 118 Throb
 119 Wine list 

heading
 120 “Flashdance” 

star Jennifer
 121 Top officers
 122 Tarot reader

DOWN
 1 Son of Thor, in 

comics
 2 Divvy up
 3 Bacteria in 

grapelike 
clusters

 4 Libyan port on 
its own gulf

 5 Whiner
 6 Lupine call
 7 Fictional 

governess
 8 Main plot 

element in “The 
Sting”

 9 Labor Day mo.

 10 Recap
 11 Central idea
 12 Springs
 13 Baseball’s 

Hershiser
 14 “Piece of cake”
 15 Learn well
 16 Begged
 17 Went after
 18 Hunting dogs
 24 Where it’s at
 28 Took off
 29 Persian on the 

floor
 31 Yeshiva leader
 34 “I want to be 

entertained”
 35 Mennonites, 

e.g.
 36 Pinafore letters
 37 Play a prank on
 38 Like a large 

hole
 39 Taking 

everything into 
account

 40 Jordan or Curry, 
e.g.

 41 Actress 
Rowlands

 42 Beast with thick 
skin

 43 Dropped-pot 
sound

 48 West Virginia 
border river

 49 Letter after 
Sierra

 50 Plains tribe
 52 Paolo’s 

possessive
 54 Enjoys, as an 

ice cream cone
 56 Indigenous
 57 Not enjoying the 

whale watch, 
maybe

 59 Frat row letter
 61 Nephrologist’s 

concern
 63 Luther’s 95 __
 66 Lessened
 67 Old stories
 68 One’s early 

years
 69 Tiny insect egg
 72 Efron of “High 

School Musical”
 75 Mets infielder 

Robinson __
 77 Regular work
 79 42-Down 

features
 80 Folksy Guthrie

 83 ProFlowers 
parent co.

 85 Econ. yardstick
 86 At work
 87 Horror film 

reaction
 88 Admonish
 89 Eased
 92 Violinist who 

taught Heifetz
 93 Tea prep aids
 95 Hawkeyes
 96 Friend
 99 Blood line
 100 Word shouted 

with a raised 
glass

 101 Antelope groups
 103 King with a 

magic touch
 104 Wayne of 

Wayne Manor
 105 Café lightener
 106 Glacial ridge
 108 Dark purple
 109 Word repeated 

in an iconic 
FDR quote

 110 Superboy’s 
girlfriend

 111 Includes
 114 Slight amount
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In Week 1335 we asked for poems 
based on words from this year’s 
Scripps National Spelling Bee — 
and we also invited some riddles. 

4th place:
Omphalopsychites (AHM-fuh-lo-
SIGH-kites), people who 
meditate by focusing on their 
navels 
Bellery-buttony
Omphalopsychites are
Folks who can gaze at their
Navels all day.

Genesis demonstrates
Incontrovertibly
Abel and Cain were the
First born that way. 
(Chris Doyle, Denton, Tex.) 

3rd place:
Badderlocks, brownish seaweed 
eaten in Northern Europe: 
Whatever’s on the Donald’s head’s 
unsightly,  
Like some dead thing he found 
beneath the docks, 
But if he threw some seaweed on, 
you’d rightly 
Say now he’s even sporting 
badderlocks.
 (Duncan Stevens, Vienna, Va.)  

2nd place and the 
bacon-scented soap and 
air ‘freshener’:
Fucus (FEW-kus): 
A brownish type of algae is the kind 
that’s known as fucus;  
But if we mispronounce this word, 
they’ll sure as heck rebuke us. 
(Beverley Sharp, Montgomery, Ala.)

And the winner of the 
Lose Cannon:
Apophysitis (uh-PAH-fuh-SIGH-
tuhs), painful bone spurs: 
Once upon a time of drafting, 
Donald pondered, sly and crafting,
Over many dark, dishonest ways to 
dodge the call to war — 
Fearing far-off foes who’d fight us, 
settled on apophysitis, 
Blaming it without the slightest hint 
of shame forevermore. 
“I’d be honored,” Donald uttered, 
“to have served within the Corps.
But, alas, my feet were sore.” 
(Jesse Frankovich, Grand Ledge, Mich.)

Bee-flats:
Honorable mentions
Seitan, flavored wheat gluten, 
often a meat substitute:
Said the Church Lady, “Dontcha be 
hatin’
On my vegan cafe — we’re creatin’
Dishes tasty and new!  
After one bite or two,  
You’ll be wondering, could it be . . . 
seitan??”
(Mark Raffman, Reston) 

Murrelet, a seabird  
Among endangered species is the 
avian marbled murrelet, 
It would be sad to see this species 
going down the turrelet.
(Dave Zarrow, Reston) 

Stakhanovite (sta-KAH-no-vite), 
a Soviet worker awarded for 
exceeding production quotas 
Russia is our closest friend. 
The FBI can hack you. 
Trump is on an upward trend.
Vaccines are used to track you. 
I tweet it all day, I tweet it at night:  
I troll to be a Stakhanovite. 
(Sam Mertens, Silver Spring) 

Haustellum, an insect proboscis 
adapted to suck blood)  
Folks hate skeeters and fear the 
haustellum.  
They can try but they cannot dispel 
’em.  
The poor humans outside —  
They can run but not hide.
Skeeters find ’em and bite when 
they smell ’em. 
(Gary Crockett, Chevy Chase) 

“Badderlocks” jokes 
Q. What might you advise someone 
who ate some lousy Scottish 
salmon?  
A. Badderlocks next time.
(Kevin Dopart, Washington) 

Q. What European diet features full 
meals plus snacks of seaweed? 
A. Badderlocks and the Three 
Squares. (Mark Raffman) 

Rhathymia (ra-THIGH-mia or    
ra-THIM-ia), the state of being 
carefree  
Does current news depress me? 
Oh yes, plenty.  
But then I picture Trump’s defeat in 
’20;  
This vision never ever fails to 
gimme a  
Distinct, exalted feeling of 
rhathymia.
(Duncan Stevens) 

Soon Yi fills my heart with 

rhathymia,  
So I guess that this means it’s 
goodbye, Mia. 
(Ann Martin, Brentwood) 

No job and no worries I’ve got, 
A care in the world I have not. 
I’ll live in rhathymia
’Cause my parents will buy me a
Rolls, a new home and a yacht. 
(Hildy Zampella, Alexandria) 

Jalap (JAH-lupp), a laxative 
made from a Mexican plant  
With its purgative properties, jalap
Sends you off to the loo at a gallop,
For it’s quite unsurpassed — 
In fact, it’s a blast — 
At freeing a laggardly bowel up.
(Frank Osen, Pasadena, Calif.) 

Mondegreen, a misheard song 
lyric
I can see clearly now Lorraine has 
gone  
Wrapped up like a douche, I ask 
what was she on? 
“There’s a bathroom on the right,” 
she would unload, 
“Another turnip boy, a Ford stuck in 
the road.”  

In the Garden of Eden, honey, don’t 
you know that I’m lovin’ you?  
Hold me closer, Tony Danza — 
doughnuts make my brown eyes 
blue. 
’Scuse me while I kiss this guy — do
you know what I mean?  
Can’t you tell I’m just a nerd who 
loves a mondegreen?”
(Rick Bromberg, Fairfax)

Q. Who are the greatest supporters 
of an “Echo-Friendly Nude Eel”? 
A. The Mondegreen Party.
(Jeff Contompasis, Ashburn)

Psoas, loin muscles (SO-as):
Strong psoas make for healthy 
groins
And stave off pelvic trauma;
Each day, I exercise my loins —
Assisted by Yo Mama. (Duncan 
Stevens)

More honorable mentions in the online 
Invite at wapo.st/invite1339.

Still running — deadline Monday 
night, July 8: Our cartoon 
caption contest. See wapo.st/
invite1338. 

THE STYLE INVITATIONAL

Spelly laughs: Humor with bee words

New contest for Week 1339:
Songs for a modern error

Tonight, tonight, a most distressing sight: 
My WiFi router’s light blinking red.
Such blight, this plight; it isn’t working right;
Offline, I really might just be dead.
I can’t log on and check my emails
Or ogle pics of females
Whose outerwear is slight.
To right this blight, 
I’ll call and stay on hold out of spite
All night!
— Matt Monitto, channeling “West Side Story” 

It’s our first song parody contest of 2019, and this week’s 
theme comes courtesy of Loserbard Matt Monitto, 
complete with sample song (and even this week’s 
headline). We’ll be broad in scope. This week: Write 
humorous lyrics to a song about some modern woe, 
set to a familiar tune. It can be about a howyousay 
First World problem, like Matt’s lament above, or 
something more serious as long as your anger and 
bitterness don’t overwhelm your wit (the Empress calls 
that “screediness”).

We’ll give you an extra week — until July 22 — to get
the parodies done. If you make a video, we might feature 
it in the online Invite (you could even use your own tune) 
but it’s the quality of the lyrics that matters most. See this 
week’s Style Conversational column at wapo.st/
conv1339 for more guidance about writing songs for us. 

Submit entries at wapo.st/enterinvite1339 (all 
lowercase). 

Winner gets the Lose Cannon, our Style Invitational
trophy. Second place receives the “Mr. President Wig” 
worn for a minute by Loser Howard Walderman while he 
sang a parody of “Imagine” (“Imagine I’m the Donald”) at 
last weekend’s Flushies, the Losers’ annual awards 
“banquet.” Howard’s older than the Current Occupant but
in way better shape: He recently medaled in swimming in 
the 80to84 group in the Maryland Senior Olympics. 

Other runners-up win our “You Gotta Play to Lose”
Loser Mug or our “Whole Fools” Grossery Bag. Honorable 
mentions get one of our lustedafter Loser magnets, “Too
Weak Notice” or “Certificate of (de) Merit.” First 
Offenders receive only a smelly treeshaped air “freshener” 
(FirStink for their first ink). Deadline is Monday night, 
July 22; results published Aug. 4 in print, Aug. 1 online. 
See general contest rules and guidelines at wapo.st/
InvRules. The headline “Spelly Laughs” was submitted by 
both Jesse Frankovich and Duncan Stevens; Chris Doyle 
and William Kennard both suggested the honorable
mentions subhead. Join the lively Style Invitational 
Devotees group on Facebook at on.fb.me/invdev. “Like” 
the Style Invitational Ink of the Day on Facebook at bit.ly/
inkofday; follow @StyleInvite on Twitter.

  The Style Conversational: The Empress’s weekly
online column discusses the week’s new contest and 
results. Check it out at wapo.st/styleconv.

Diversions

L.A.  TIMES SUNDAY PUZZLE

Answers to last week’s puzzle below.

BY  JACQUELINE BIGAR 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY | July 7: This year, you open many new doors, or so you think. When you decide to pass through 
one of them, you might discover a fundamental misunderstanding. This experience might happen only once, but it 
will occur. If single, you could meet someone who is endearing and special. You still might have difficulty deciding 
what you want from this person. If you’re attached, you and your partner will learn to communicate better, but 
you’ll have to be more aware of your own feelings even as your sweetie fusses. Virgo fusses a lot. 

ARIES (March 21-April 19)
A lot seems to come up out of the 
blue. You might need to make time 
to visit with an older person or even 
go into work. Confirm messages 
and any requests. An element of 
confusion runs through your day. 

TAURUS (April 20-May 20)
Others might surprise you with 
their news. You might be unusually 
creative about a problem. You 
seem to resolve a long-term issue 
with a snap of your fingers. 

GEMINI (May 21-June 20) 
You might find that getting plans off 
the ground is difficult. Perhaps the 
issue might be that you’re 
uncomfortable when you’re out. 
You find that you’re happiest at 
home. Invite others over. 

CANCER (June 21-July 22)
Make calls; reach out to a sibling or 
close friend. You might want to 
have a lengthy brunch together not 
only to catch up on news but also 
to plan another fun get-together. 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)
Be aware of the consequences of 
dealing with a financial matter. Do 
so without taking away from quality 
time with a family member. You 
need to use self-discipline to 
achieve the results that you want. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
Beam in more of what you want. 
You could be overwhelmed by what 
someone you love or care for wants 
or needs. This person could be a bit 
depressed. Spend time together. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)
Although you might be unusually 
energetic as a person, at this 
moment in time, you need to slow 
down and perhaps indulge yourself 
rather than others. A family 
member delights in having you 
home. Now and during the next few 
weeks, don’t let a 
misunderstanding develop into 

anything more. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
Zero in on what you want; don’t 
allow another person to distract 
you. You’re capable of manifesting 
exactly what you want. A friendship 
could play into your plans. During 
the next few weeks, be careful 
when dealing and communicating 
with a loved one. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)
Take charge; don’t worry about 
having more free time today. Check 
in with an older relative or friend. 
You have no idea how much just a 
call from you means. Be careful 
when handling funds; you could 
easily make a mistake. Keep 
communications clear. Confirm 
meetings and plans. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
Reach out for a loved one or dear 

HOROSCOPE

friend at a distance. This person 
could be fussy and detail oriented. 
Although discussions with this 
person might be difficult at times, 
you appreciate their different 
viewpoints. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)
One-on-one relating takes you 
down a new path. You could finally 
get to the bottom of a problem and 
discover the best course of action. 
The other person involved could be 
quite verbal but change their mind 
at the last minute. 

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)
Defer to others. Actually, you might 
not have a choice; a partner has 
pushed you very hard to let them 
handle what’s coming up. You 
might be disappointed or confused 
about what’s happening. Relax. 

“CAN YOU DIGIT?” 
By PAM AMICK 
KLAWITTER

ACROSS
 1 Prepared for a 

selfie
 7 Pizzeria chain, 

familiarly
 11 Grey Cup gp.
 14 ER figures
 17 What worms 

help do, soilwise
 18 Rowling teacher
 19 Brewpub choice
 20 Silk on the Seine
 21 Unite in a 

common cause
 23 Extinct bird
 24 Duds
 25 Official fuel of 

NASCAR since 
2004

 26 Unobstructed 
view

 29 You, in the Bible
 32 Mustard, e.g.: 

Abbr.
 33 Bruins legend
 34 Lacking 

freshness
 35 Place to find a 

hack
 38 Blood prefix
 40 Problem for the 

weary
 41 Eight hours per 

day?
 42 Nods from 

NASA
 43 Loner of a fish?
 44 Prospecting tool
 45 Laryngitis docs
 46 Post-Civil War 

economic 
growth period

 51 Food service 
trade org.

 52 Midsummer 
arrivals

 53 Vintage autos
 54 Kid __: reading 

genre
 55 Shopper’s 

indulgence
 58 Newspapers
 60 Lord’s domain
 61 Audi’s rings, e.g.
 62 Fortuitous
 64 On a lark
 66 Co-star with 

Goldie, Ruth, 
Henry, et al.

 67 Courtroom 
attention-getter

 68 Reference 
volumes

 69 Musical 
markings

 70 Toon bartender
 71 Circle makers
 72 Sham
 73 Phishing target, 

briefly
 74 With no time to 

spare
 77 Nero’s 902
 79 Six-pack 

muscles
 82 “__ Walked 

Into My Life”: 
“Mame” song

 83 Love interest of 
58-Down

 84 Liability
 86 Aussie leaf 

munchers
 89 “Yeah, right!”
 90 Front door, 

usually
 91 Week 

attachment?
 92 Banned bug 

spray
 93 Fla. NBA team
 94 Barcelona bears
 95 What “I don’t 

wanna” do, in 
a Zayn/Taylor 
Swift hit

 99 Crew member
 102 Butcher’s cut
 103 __ Today: 

magazine for 
teachers

 104 5 1/2 and 8 3/4, 
e.g. ... and a hint 
to this puzzle’s 
circles

 109 RSVP cards, 
say

 110 Terrible start?
 111 “Come-faithful” 

filler
 112 Clavell’s 

“Shogun” sequel

 113 Deli choice
 114 People fixers: 

Abbr.
 115 TV’s “New Girl”
 116 Involve

DOWN
 1 Hangdog
 2 Cousteau’s sea
 3 Nest egg letters
 4 Action in a legal 

thriller
 5 Words from 

Caesar
 6 Cole of “Angie 

Tribeca”
 7 Incalculable
 8 “Guess again”
 9 GM subsidiary 

until 2017
 10 LPGA star Pak 

in the World 
Golf Hall of 
Fame

 11 Smartphone 
feature

 12 It’s underfoot
 13 Foliage 

element
 14 Dr. Howser of 

’80s-’90s TV
 15 They involve 

responsibilities
 16 Largish combo

 18 Difference 
between 
winning and 
losing, maybe

 20 Word in an 
iconic cocktail 
order

 22 Small racer
 27 Asian menu 

promise
 28 Inedible wraps
 29 ’Vette roof option
 30 Maui’s scenic 

__ Highway
 31 Babe’s relatives
 36 Wilson of 

“Walker, Texas 
Ranger”

 37 Brown of 
publishing

 38 Snack cake 
brand

 39 Scratches (out)
 40 React to a 

boring speech
 42 “This is only __”
 43 Comes down 

hard?
 47 Angelou’s “And 

Still __”
 48 Up in the air
 49 Movement in 

some Bach 
suites

 50 Stiff collars
 51 Snow in le Alpi
 52 Kay of “Rich 

Man, Poor Man”
 55 Longtime 

SeaWorld orca
 56 Eva of 

Argentina
 57 Used Yelp, 

maybe
 58 Love interest of 

83-Across
 59 Baseball’s Pee 

Wee
 60 Blow one’s top
 61 Scientologist 

Hubbard
 63 Bridge positions
 64 Stand-up fare
 65 Risky kind of 

kick
 68 Mystic’s deck
 71 Kennel double 

talk?
 72 Let go
 73 __ Féin
 75 Actresses 

Brennan and 
Davidson

 76 Vehicle for Hulu 
and Roku

 77 Pretense
 78 E-file 

alternative

 79 Talent show 
entries

 80 Pressure: Pref.
 81 Northern __: 

apples
 85 How much 

space debris 
travels

 86 Sullivan’s pupil
 87 Like some 

bagels
 88 It may be 

unwanted
 89 Things to aspire 

to
 90 Walks 

unhurriedly
 92 Hardly look 

forward to
 96 Bar words that 

make you smile
 97 Key with four 

sharps: Abbr.
 98 Tick off
 100 Renaissance 

instrument
 101 Yemen neighbor
 105 Tee sizes
 106 92-Across 

banner
 107 Bollywood star 

Aishwarya __
 108 Popular skit 

show, for short
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LEFT, MARK HOLT; RIGHT, NAN REINER

Howard Walderman sang “Imagine I’m the Donald” at the Losers’ 
Flushies awards before donating the wig as this week’s prize. And a 
wigless Howard at an earlier Loser event. 
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